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ers? 


In forested areas, 


salamanders may out numbe! 
jall other vertebrates. 


harleston Lake Provincial 

Park is blessed with a wide 
variety of herptiles ranging from 
the little to the large, and the 
common to the rare. What isa 
herptile, you ask? It's nothing 
more than a fancy word for 
reptiles and amphibians. A grand 
total of 31 different species call 
Charleston Lake home, including 
five turtle species; nine snake 
species; nine frog species; seven 
salamander species and one toad 
species. 


So why is Charleston able to 


The musk turtle or “stinkpot” 
has a maximum shell length 


us _ 


support such a healthy assortment 
of herptiles? Well, it all comes 
down to habitat. Charleston 
Lake's 2,333.7 ha of protected 
Jand includes some of the best 
herptile habitat in Ontario. Much 
of the landscape at Charleston 
Lake consists of a series of rocky 
ridges separated by poorly, 
drained valleys. As a result, 
marshes, swamps and beaver 
ponds abound in the region. 
Abundant water is crucial for 
most herptiles at different stages 
of their lives. 


« 


Almost all of our amphibians lay 
their eggs in water and have a 
tadpole phase before they change 
into adults. While bullfrogs and 
green frogs stay in the water as 
adults, most other frog species 
actually disperse into the 
surrounding forest for much of 
the summer. Most adult 
salamanders also live away from 
water except for their brief 
breeding season in the spring. 
They spend their lives in the leaf 
litter and under rotting logs 
eating worms and slugs 


Although reptiles lay their 
leathery eggs on land, many 
require water for other stages of 
their life, particularly turtles. 
Snapping turtles, map turtles, 
musk turtles and painted turtles 
are rarely found more than one 
metre away from water except 
for their spring sojourns to lay 
eggs. Painted turtles are often 
spotted sunning themselves on 
logs in areas such as the Quiddity 
swamp. Map turtles live in the 
open water of Charleston Lake 
and are frequently seen basking 
on rocky shores. The Blanding’s 
turtle (identified by its distinctive 
yellow throat) is the most 
terrestrial of our turtles, and will 
often travel inland to feed. They 
are-sometimes seen in the Blue 
Mountain portion of the park. 


Snakes are very common at 
Charleston Lake, but there are no 
poisonous snakes in the park. 
Commonly seen snakes include 
garter, ribbon and water snakes. 
They are often found near water 
since they eat tadpoles, frogs and 
fish. The smaller, more reclusive 
snakes such as the smooth green, 
northern brown, redbelly, and 


Slimy Scaly Monst 


ring-necked, are not associated 
with water. They rely on their 
superb camouflage and excellent 
hiding abilities to remain 
undetected as they forage for 
their food, which may include 
snails, slugs, worms, insects and 
salamanders. 


Black rat snakes are Canada's 
largest snake (maximum length 
2.5 metres), and the park's 
unofficial mascot. These tree 
climbing constrictors feed on 
small birds and rodents. They 
roam anywhere their prey is 
located, including wetlands 
where they search the bushes for 
nesting birds. Black rat snakes 
are a threatened species in 
Canada, primarily because of 
limited range. Except for a small 
population that survives north of 
Lake Erie, the entire Canadian 
range of the black rat snake lies 
within 70 kilometres of 
Charleston Lake, on the 
Frontenac Axis. This is the 
narrow southerly part of the 
Shield that continues south to 
form the Adirondacks. The snake 
continues to survive here 
primarily because the rugged 
land proved too difficult to farm 
intensively --large scale 
agriculture has been a prime 
reason for the loss of habitat 
elsewhere. Since the snake is at 
the northernmost limit of its 
range, it is of particular scientific 
interest and is being studied in 
the park. 


The "Adopt a Black Rat Snake 
Program" monitors the snake 
population and is funded through 
the Friends of Charleston Lake. 
Under this program all black rat 
snakes found in the park are 


Black rat snakes often climb 
trees in search of nesting birds. 
<2 SE 
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implanted with a small 
transponder that identifies the 
snake for life. This popular 
program is now in its Sth year. 
By the end of 1998, 86 snakes 
had been captured and 103 
people had donated $15.00 to the 
Friends to have a snake 
implanted in their name. We 
placed a moratorium on 
donations in 1998 because the 
Waiting list of adoptive parents 
was too long. This spring, we 
hope to capture enough new 
snakes to eliminate the waiting 
list and start taking new 
donations so that you too can 
"adopt" a snake. Adoptive parents 
Teceive notices of their snake's 
characteristics (capture date, 
location, length, weight and sex) 
when their snake is first 


It's Not Easy Being Green 


If you enjoy catching frogs (and who 
doesn't!) please remember the following safe 
handling techniques: 

1. Wash your hands before you handle any 
frogs -- insect repellent on your hands can 
poison a frog by being absorbed through its 
skin, (research suggests that sunscreen also 
harms frogs). 

2. Keep the frogs skin damp at all times -- 
frogs breathe through their skin (as well as 
their lungs) and the skin must be moist for 
this to occur. 

3. Do not leave a container of frogs out in 
the sun for any length of time (they can 


implanted and upon subsequent 
recaptures. Over time, this study 
will determine population levels, 
growth rates, longevity and 
critical habitat requirements 
which will help guide park 
managers in protecting this 
threatened species. 


‘rog populations are in decline across 

much of North America. Scientists 
suspect various causes such as acid rain, 
pollution, and thinning atmospheric ozone 
levels, all of which interfere with the normal 
development of eggs and tadpoles. Although 
Charleston Lake Provincial Park appears to 
be maintaining high frog populations, there 
are concerns that the park could see a 
decrease in frog numbers in the future. 


quickly overheat). 

4. Keep a frog for only a few minutes in a 
container, and release it where you found it. 
5. Handle frogs as little as possible. If you 
do pick them up, hold them gently but 
firmly across the top of the legs. If you 
Squeeze too tightly you will damage their 
internal organs. 

6. Finally, please consider that some of the 
frogs living on the "front lines" (the 
Quiddity boardwalk and the stream running 
through Meadowlands), are targets for frog 
catchers every day of the summer. Maybe 
you can give the frogs a break and a chance 
~ to feed. So, instead of catching them, enjoy 
the frogs by observing them in their natural 
habitat. 


To learn more about the herptiles 
found at Charleston Lake, and the 
black rat snake monitoring, 
program, please come to the 
Visitor Centre to view the 
displays and talk to one of our 
park naturalists. We also have 
resource books available and 
wildlife checklists that include all 
of the herptiles found in the park. 


While at the park there are some things that 
you can do to help protect our frog 
populations. 


It’s important to remember that frogs, as 
well as everything else in a provincial park, 
are protected under provincial legislation 


and may not be harmed or removed from the MNR # 3336 
park. (25k P.R. 98 12 07) 
Rey. 


Finally, please be careful while driving park 
roads on warm damp nights since frogs 
often cross roads on these nights. Untold 
numbers of frogs are squished on the roads, 
but we rarely see the remains because the 
raccoons and crows clean up the camage. 
Keep your speed to a minimum and help a 
frog cross the road, 
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(0f 2,000 egos, but few survive 
to become adults. 
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Charleston Lake's Oarsmen 


lharleston Lake was in its heyday 

‘when steam was king and opu- 
lent hotels served wealthy travellers. 
There were sufficient holidayers, 
anglers and genteel people engaged 
in polite social activity to warrant 
two hotels in Charleston Village. 
And employ dozens of local fishing 
guides. 


by this company in the lakes reached 
directly by its line are unsurpassed... 
Charleston... has a peculiar enchant- 
ment for pleasure seekers, free from 
the care and turmoil of heated 
crowded cities." Leaving the train at 
Athens, vacationers took carriages to 
Charleston village, at the north end 
of the lake. From there, they fished 
Charleston or Red Horse Lake, and 
usually stayed at either the Cedar 
Park or Harbour View Hotel, for as 
little as $1.00 per day. There were at 
least two dozen guides at their dis- 
posal, who rowed, cooked, and pro- 
vided bait and equipment for 
between $2.00 and $3.00 per day. 


Fishing guide Del Woods “dips” 
a lake trout for a comfortably 
seated angler 


The late 1800's was a time of pio- 
neering settlement, when uncleared 
portions of the St. Lawrence Valley, 
Rideau Lakes chain, and 
Adirondacks were developed as 
farmland. Irish and Scottish immi- 
grants struggled to earn a living 
from farming, hunting, fishing, and, 
in some areas, guiding. It was also a 
time for the well to do, to travel into 
the woods in search of summer 
Tecreation. 


As you may imagine, the combina- 
tion of settlers who became guides, 
and wealthy vacationers who wanted 
to become woodsmen, led to some 
interesting happenings. There were 
tales of guides who spent hours 
looking for tourists who had strayed 
into the woods and became lost; 
guides pulling fishermen from the 
Jake, usually after they'd been scared 
out of the boat by a big pike, eel, or 
other watery serpent; and even 
guides returning to the hotel with 
hooks embedded in their ears by 
inept anglers. It's little wonder that 
the oarsmen, who usually exhibited 
"saintly patience", would sometimes 
mutter the occasional "profane oath" 
under their breath. 


As industry and agriculture flour- 
ished, and as a thirst for the first 
wilderness vacations grew, railroads 
pushed their way into Upper 
Canada. They brought with them, in 
the summer months, throngs of well- 
heeled vacationers. 


Acentury ago, the concept of "vaca- 
tion" was very different than it is 
today. Most people, busy carving an 
existence out of a seemingly endless 
wilderness or labouring in early fac- 
tories, were too occupied to have 
any time off. In contrast, the monied 
social elite would spend entire sum- 
mers seeking wilderness adventure, 
with all the comforts of home. To 
those who wished to fish ("do battle 
with the finny tribe", as one early 
brochure put it) that meant being 
rowed around the lake all day in a 
cedar strip guideboat, having your 


Over time, motorboats made the 
guiding life easier, but they were 
also the major cause of the oars- 
men's downfall; the seven mile dis- 
tance between Charleston village 
and Outlet became measured in min- 
utes rather than hours. Today, the 
lake is almost entirely "self guiding". 


shore lunch prepared, and being 
entertained by guides who were 
expected to be expert fishermen, 
cooks, and storytellers. 


Charleston was served by the 
Brockville, Westport, and Sault Ste. 
Marie railway, whose brochure 
boasted that "the facilities for black 
bass and salmon trout fishing offered 


Fish finders, depth sounders, motor- 
boats, and maps have rendered 
guides nearly extinct. Like aban- 
doned railroads and the vanished 
splendour of grand hotels, the 
guides’ ghosts look across 
Charleston and remember a time 
when steam was king... and we 
could catch all the fish we wanted 
for $2.00/a day. 


"Native" Lake Trout Stocking 


releasing native strain 


i} 


lake trout. 


Conservation Officer 


[ an effort to keep lake trout 
angling at Charleston Lake as 
great as it's been for the past cen- 
tury, the Ministry of Natural 
Resources has joined the 
Charleston Lake Association and 
Charleston Lake Provincial Park 
in studying the fish, and dissemi- 
nating information to anglers and 
other lake visitors. 


Over the past 100 years, over two 
million lake trout have been 
stocked in the lake... this has 
allowed great angling opportuni- 
ties, but many feel it’s hurt the 
native strain of lake trout, who 
compete with the stocked fish for 
food. Charleston is a very heavily 
fished lake: most "busy" lake trout 
lakes average 12 rod 
hours/hectare, but Charleston's 
anglers tip the scales, putting in a 
whopping 32.4 rh/h. Even though 
an increasing number of anglers 
are practicing catch and release, 


this has resulted in over 10,000 kg 
of fish being taken from this lake 
annually; best scientific models 
show that anything over 3,500 kg 
fora lake this size could prove 
unsustainable 


The fishery, however, has continu- 
ally been in great shape... and pro- 
jects are being implemented to 
assist the lake's healthy native lake 
trout population. For the past 
decade, MNR and park staff, 
equipped with flashlights, floater 
suits, boats, and nets, have fre- 
quented early fall spawning shoals 
in an effort to strip eggs and milt 
from native trout (easily identified 
because none of their fins have 
been clipped). The eggs and milt 
are taken to White Lake Fish 
Culture Station, and retumed to 
Charleston as "small fry" when 


they're between 10 and 15 cm 
long. The first plantings of these 
"native strain” stocked trout were 


carried out in 1989 and 1990, and 
Were the result of collecting over 
40,000 eggs per year which were 
reared at the hatchery. Compared 
to stocked fish whose parents 
grew up elsewhere, the Charleston 
strain is showing much better 
growth and reproduction rates 
Cottagers and lodge owners have 
joined the effort too, and plan an 
educational stewardship program, 
Where lodge visitors and anglers 
will be coached and provided 
information regarding the native 
stocking program, and proper 
catch and release techniques. 


Early Charleston angling literature 
spoke of well-heeled cottagers 
"doing battle with the finny tribe" 
As we enter a new millennium, 
the lake trout "preservation part- 


ners” are confident thal, a century 
from now, anglers will have the 
same excellent opportunities they 


do today 
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Camper Information 


Superintendent's 
Message 


Welcome (or welcome back) to Charleston Lake Provincial 
Park. We've had a busy 1998 season not only recovering 
from the ice storm, but also hosting nearly 90,000 visitors-—- 
our best year ever! 


Can you Canoe? 


You certainly can! In 1998, we began a pilot project with 
Coleman Canada, whereby we offered Coleman Ram X 15 
canoes for rent to park users. It was so successful that we're 
adding more canoes for 1999. Charleston has a century-old 
Teputation as one of the province's finest canoeing lakes, and 
visitors continue to enjoy paddling to the dozens of islands, 
the "no motorboat" areas in Slim and Running's Bays, and 
the numerous other bays and inlets found along the lake's 
150 km shoreline. Canoes are reservable through the 
gatehouse; prices include PFD's and paddles. 


Pesky Neighbours? 


ee 
The first thing most of Charleston's campers think ae ) 
of when they hear this expression is our abundant wp 
raccoon population... to avoid unwanted visits, be 2 
please store all food and cookware ina locked 

compartment (i.e. your vehicle.) And, to further ensure 
everyone's enjoyment, safety, and to reduce complaints, we 
ask that you please keep domestic animals tied at all times; 
also, please exercise caution on park roads -- there's lots of 
walkers and cyclists. All campground roads are one way, 

and have a 20 km/h speed limit. 


Barrier Free Facilities 


Over the past decade, we've been upgrading access to many 
of our facilities, and now offer a barrier free administration 
office; gatehouse; visitor centre; mini comfort station in 
Bayside campground; campsites 219 and 221; and a road by 
which vehicles may access the amphitheatre to pick up and 
drop off campers who attend programs. For 1999, we intend 
to upgrade the Bayside main comfort station to include 
barrier free showers. We still have a long way to go, but 
intend to create a barrier free area at our day use beach, a 
fishing pier at the boat launch, and perhaps barrier free 
interior campsites. Let us know how we're doing! 


Campsite Upgrading 


With increased use comes increased wear and tear on 
campsites. During the fall of 1998, we replanted grass, re- 
dug ditches, and added fill to dozens of sites in an effort to 
mitigate the damage brought on by constant use. To assist us 
in keeping sites greener, drier, and more aesthetically 
pleasing, please park additional vehicles in provided parking 
lots and refrain from placing carpets on sites -- carpets kill 
even the hardiest of vegetation in short order! 


Help Us Help You 


At Charleston Lake, our #1 priority is to help you have a 
safe, pleasant, and enjoyable stay... our front line staff have 
all graduated from the Ontario Superhost training program, 
and are committed to providing exceptional customer 
service. If there's anything you need to make your visit 
better, please speak with any of our gatestaff, maintenance 
people, administrative staff, natural heritage educators, or 
park wardens. We're also glad to receive your comments, 
which may be written on the back of your campsite permit 
and deposited in the comment box as you exit the 
campgrounds. 


Sincerely, 
Pete Frazer 


Park Superintenden 
Charleston Lake/Rideau River Provincial Parks 


7 Campsites 
At Charleston Lake, we 


are divided among three 
campground areas: 
Meadowlands, Bayside 
and Shady Ridge. 


Thirteen more sites in 
remote lakeshore settings 
are tound in the interior 
of the Park. These are 
also available through the 
reservation service. 
Please refer to Page 7 for 
further details. 


Reservation 
Service 


For information on how 
to reserve a campsite 
please phone the park at 
(613) 659-2065 during 
office hours. 


Self-Serve Fee 


Collection 

From mid-May to early 
June and then again, from 
Labour Day to October 
24th, we ask that you pay 
your camping and day- 
use fees on a self-serve 
basis. A fee collection 
stalion is set up at the 
Gatehouse. Simply 
complete a self-serve 
envelope, insert the 
correct fee (credit cards 
are not accepted) and 
place the envelope in the 
deposit box. Sorry, 
refunds are not available. 
Please be prepared by 
having the correct 
change. 


Sink Waste 


To ensure that sink waste 
from trailers does not soil 
sites for other campers, 
please dispose of your 
waste in a nearby toilet, 
comfort station or at the 
trailer sanitary station. 


Garbage 
Disposal 

Please leave your sealed 
bags of garbage in the 
yellow disposal 
compounds (found in 
each campground area) 
before 2:00 p.m. each 
day. Do not leave garbage 
on your campsite because 
it attracts animals. 


have 238 campsites which 


Rental 
thro 


Laundry 
Facilities 
We offer laundry facilities 


at the comfort stations in 
each campground. 


the gatehou: 


Drinking Water 
You can get fresh 
drinking water from any 
of the water taps or 
comfort stations in the 
Park. 


Trailer Sanitary 


Station 

There is a trailer sanitary 
and refill station near the 
entrance to Meadowlands 
Campground. 


Pets 

For the safety and 
protection of all visitors 
and park wildlife we urge 
you to keep your pet(s) 
on a two-metre long leash 
at all times. Every year 
We receive numerous 
complaints about dogs 
Tunning loose; dogs on 
the beach, and dogs left 
alone on campsites to 
bark and disturb others. 
Please be considerate of 
your neighbours and 
ensure that your pet does 
not become a nuisance. 
Your cooperation is 
appreciated. 


Wild Animals 


In previous years, there 
have been problems with 
wild animals, particularly 
raccoons, raiding 
campsites for food. Wild 
animals should not be a 
concern, if you take the 
following precautions: 

* store all food in a 
secure cooler and lock it 
in the trunk of your car. 

* keep your campsite 
clean by disposing of 
your garbage daily. 

* never feed or harass any 
wild animal. 


Ps Se 
Washroom 
Facilities 
Each campground area 
has a centrally located 
comfort station 
(Meadowlands has two), 
equipped with hot and 
cold running water, 
showers and electrical 
outlets. Toilets are also 
conveniently situated 
throughout the Park. 
Bayside Campground's 
comfort stations are 
wheelchair accessible. 


On the Beach 


Parents, we ask that you 
assume responsibility for 
your children's health and 
welfare at all times. 
Although our beaches are 
not patrolled by 
lifeguards, park wardens 
do visit regularly for 
enforcement purposes. 


Recyclables 

We recycle glass bottles, 
metal food and beverage 
cans and plastic soft drink 
containers. You can 


‘deposit these materials in 


the appropriate blue bins 
located near the exit of 
each campground area. 


Bicycles 

Bicycles are permitted on 
roadways only. Please do 
not ride bicycles on any 
of the hiking or 
interpretive trails in the 
park. 


Telephones 
Pay telephones are 
located near the 
Gatehouse. 


Composting 
Composting bins are 
located in each 
campground. Organic and 
kitchen waste, fruit and 
vegetable peelings, egg 
shells, tea bags, and 


coffee grounds may be 
added to these 
composters. 


Fire Hazards 
Because of high 
temperatures and 
seasonal dryness, we ask 
that you be extremely 
careful with campfires 
and smoking materials 
during your stay at 
Charleston Lake 
Provincial Park. We 
recommend that you do 
not smoke while hiking 
trails or exploring the 
interior of the park. 
Report any unnecessary 
fires immediately to any 
of our park offices or 
staff. 


First Aid 

Please approach any staff 
member or drop by the 
Gatehouse when first aid 
is required. Most of our 
staff have basic first aid 
training and can help 
with minor injuries. 


Firewood 

You may purchase 
firewood at the Firewood 
Concession located 
opposite the Gatehouse. 
Current prices and hours 
of operation are posted at 
the woodyard. 


Please note: collecting 
and burning deadfall is 
contrary to provincial 
park rules. 


Your Comments 
Please 


We want to know what 
you think about our 
services, facilities and 
interpretive programmes. 
Even more importantly, 
we want you to know 
that a safe environment 
is being maintained for 
you. 


Please alert us to any 
conditions that you feel 
may be hazardous to 
visitors, and help us to 
assess the quality of our 
services by filling out the 
comment card on the 
back of your campsite 
permit and dropping it in 
the permit return box as 
you exit the campground. 


Emergency Numbers 


Park office 613-659-2065 


Ambulance 
O.P.P. 


Fire Departments 


Medical Centres: 
(Brockville General) 613-345-5645 
(Lansdowne) 613-659-2525 


1911 


Emergency Telephones 

Should an emergency arise, please contact any 
park employee immediately. You will find 
emergency telephones in each of our beach areas. 
In an emergency situation, just lift the receiver on 
the telephone and you will be put in direct contact 
with the Park Gatehouse. After 10:00 p.m., or 
when the Gatehouse is not staffed, proceed to the 
Gatehouse and use the pay telephone, 


Ci 


A N D 


Explore Love 


to Discover... 


F those who love the 
tural countryside and 
like to travel through it by 
car, a Whole new experi- 


ence awaits you in Leeds 
County. 


Follow the route described 
below and watch this love- 
ly farming county unfold 
before your very eyes. Old 
stone grist mills, rustic lock 
Stations, a three arched 
stone bridge and glorious 
historical buildings abound, 
and the scenery is sure to 
take your breath away. 


Our tour begins just south 
of Charleston Lake 
Provincial Park at the vil- 
lage of Outlet on County 
Road 3. 


True to its name, Outlet is 
the location where the 
water flows out of 
Charleston Lake and into 
Wiltse Creek enroute to the 
St. Lawrence River. The 
dam at Outlet keeps the 
water in Charleston Lake at 
a constant level all sum- 
mer, In fact, it is kept about 
1.5m higher than its his- 
toric level. If it wasn't for 
the dam, campers in the 
park's Meadowlands 
Campground would have to 
walk farther to the beach 
than they do now! 
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ak v 
1,000 Islands International Bridge - Georgina Island. 


Outlet is also an easy place 
to launch a boat into 
Charleston Lake, and it is 
the closest place for 
campers to buy gasoline, 
supplies and ice. 


Continuing south on 
County Road 3, the next 
village that we come to is 
Lansdowne. This thriving 
tural community was 
named after Major-General 
William Fitzmaurice of 
Treland, the Earl of 
Lansdowne, and had its 
beginnings as a stage coach 
stop in the early 1800s. 


Lansdowne, like most 
towns in the area, has some 
historical bits and pieces 
tucked away. Some of these 
are appropriately marked 
by historical plaques, such 
as the one denoting the res- 
idence of Elizabeth Beatty, 
4 native of Lansdowne and 


one of the first woman doc- 
tors in Canada. The Beatty 
residence is located on 
what else, but Beatty 
Street. Just down the street 
from the Beatty home is an 
old-fashioned hardware 
store, which was once a 
popular inn. 


Lansdowne is best known 
for its annual agricultural 
fair. The exhibition, staged 
at Lansdowne since 1876, 
is one of the most success- 
ful small town fairs held in 
eastern Ontario. 


Our next destination is an 
island in the St. Lawrence 


River, located between the 
spans of the Thousand 
Islands International Bridge. 


Hill island is located on the 
border between Canada and 
the United States. Canadian. 
and American citizens need 
only show simple identifi- 
cation when crossing this 
friendly border from Hill 
Island, Ontario, into New 
York State. 


The centrepiece of Hill 
Island is the 1000 Islands 
Skydeck. This massive 
tower rises 122 m above 
the St. Lawrence River, and 
itis one of the best vantage 
points from which to see 
and experience the 
Thousand Islands. Three 
observation decks provide 
both open air and glass 
enclosed views which are 
enjoyable no matter what 
the weather, 


To get to our next stop, 
take the picturesque 1000 
Islands Parkway west until 
you reach Gananoque. 


Gananoque (pronounced 
gannon-ock-way) is inter- 
nationally known as the 


- "Gateway to the Thousand 


Islands". As the gateway, 
Gananoque is renowned for 
its boat tours through the 
islands. The Festival of the 
Islands takes place in mid 
August and features nightly 
concerts as well as other 
activities. 


Gananoque has a town 
museum which is housed in 
the old Victoria Hotel on 
King Street and is fur- 
nished in the style of the 
1860's. The museum fea- 
tures a large collection of 
military artifacts, early fur- 
nishings and utensils, as 
Well as an interesting dis- 
play of old photographs. 


The Thousand Islands 
Playhouse is located in the 
Tustic, turn-of-the-century 
Canoe Club boathouse 
overlooking the St. 
Lawrence River at the foot 
of Charles Street in 
Gananoque. The playhouse 
has the reputation of pro- 
viding the best live theatre 
in eastern Ontario. It is 
open from May to October. 


Travel north on Highway 
32 to Seeley's Bay where 
you can sample some of 
the best honey Leeds 
County has to offer, 


Now on to Jones Falls. 
This is one of the more 
unique sites on the Rideau 
watenway. It was construct- 
ed in the 1830's to open a 
transportation route away 
from the American border 
which was, and still is, the 
St. Lawrence River. 


The lock station at Jones 
Falls has a restored and 
furnished lock master's 
house with mid-1800s fur- 


nishings. Travellers may 
also want to visit the 
restored and operational 
blacksmith’s shop and a 
dam which, for a time, was 
the largest in North 
America. 


From Jones Falls, we head 
north on Hwy. 15 to 
Westport. Enroute, we pass 
a cemetery where the sap- 
pers and miners who took 
part in the construction of. 
the Rideau Canal are 
buried. These men laboured 
under appalling conditions. 


_and many of them died 


from malaria. To this day, 
many of their graves 
Temain unmarked as they 
were buried in mass 
graves. 


In Westport, head for Foley 
Mountain. This conserva- 
tion area, operated by the 
Rideau Valley 
Conservation Authority, is 
located on a’steep hill 
about 1.6 km north of 
Westport off the highway 
leading to Perth. Just 
beyond the entrance to the 
park is Spy Rock, where 
you can see the village of 
Westport and miles of sur- 
rounding countryside. 


Feeling famished? Luckily, 
Forfar just happens to be 
the next stop on our route. 
This small village, named. 
after Forfar in Scotland, is 
the site of one of Ontario's. 


N G 


ly Leeds 


action sawing wood, 
milling flour, carding wool 
and cutting marble for 
grave stones. The mill's last 
functional year was 1949. 
In 1985 it opened as a 
museum. 


The next town on our route 
is Athens. Originally 
known as Farmersville, 
Athens is situated in the 
hub of Leeds County. This 
community boasts many 
well-kept homes, numerous 
businesses and wide shady 
Streets, but its main attrac- 
tion is its historical wall 
murals. 


Each mural depicts an his- 
torical aspect of the village 
which celebrated its 100th 
birthday in 1990. One of 
the murals portrays a group 
of 19th century picnickers. 
enjoying the view from 
Blue Mountain overlooking 
Charleston Lake. 


Our next stop in Leeds: 
County is Brockville, 
dubbed, "The City in the 
Country". Brockville, the 
seat for Leeds County, was 
founded by United Empire 
Loyalist William Buell, and 
was named after 1812 war 
hero Major-General Sir 
Isaac Brock. 


The oldest railway tunnel 
in North America, built in 
1860 for military purposes, 
runs beneath the City of 
Brockville from the water- 
front to meet the main 
Toronto-Montreal line, This 
is one of many military 
projects along the St. 
Lawrence River originally 
designed to keep 
Americans out of Canada, 
now used to attract them to 
Canada as tourists. 


At night, Brockville City 
Hall, along with several 
other landmark buildings in 


LieSvoOW LAKE 
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the city square is illuminat- 
ed with more than 20,000 
white lights, as part of 
Brockville's "Symphony of 
Lights” celebration. 
Brockville also has water 
shows, indoor and outdoor 
concerts, a farmer's market, 
boat tours, shopping and a 
ten day long summer 
carnival in late June-early 
July called Riverfest. 


Brockville is the second 
last stop on our tour of 
Leeds County. From 
Brockville, we take Hwys. 
29 and 42 until we reach 
the turn for Charleston 
Lake Provincial Park. Then 
we head south on County 
Roads 33 and 3. 


On our return trip to the 
Park, we pass through the 
picturesque village of 
Lyndhurst. Along with its 
quaint 19th century build- 
ings, Lyndhurst boasts: 
Ontario's oldest stone 
bridge. The bridge was 
designed and constructed 
by John Roddick, whose 
mills were the principle 
industries of the communi- 
ty. There are many lovely 
ys of the water from the 
ar old bridge, with 
sandstone walls so 
expertly built by master 
craftsmen from the British 
Isles. 


This is just one of many 
scenic drives which will 
take you through Leeds 
County and the 1000 
Islands - Rideau Lakes 
regions. You can use the 
route described to plan 
even longer and more 
involved driving tours if 
you wish. Comfortable 
accommodations are avail- 
able along most highways 
and township roads -- 
whether bed and breakfast, 
cottage, or tent and trailer 
lodging. 


first cheese fac- 
tories-dating 
back to 1866. 
Today Forfar 
Dairy is known 
far and wide for 
its naturally aged 
cheeses. 


Driving south- 
east on Highway 
42, we come toa 
national historic 
site. The old 
stone mill in 
Delta, built by 
William Jones in 
1810, has seen 


The beautiful Delta Mill. 


GANANOQUE 


"The friendliest flea market between 
Toronto & Montreal" 


Open year round 


Sat. & Sun. 10 am -5 pm 
June, July & August 
Wed. to Fri. noon - 4 pm 


382-8148 145 River St. 


Gananoque 


OFFERING. 
* Prime Rib Au Jus 


* Lobster * Seafood 
ian Lamb * Veal 


The Golden Apple 
Inn & Restaurant 


Bed @ Breakfast Accommodationa 
A tradition in fine fooda aince 1928 


+ Homemade Soup 
+ House Dressings 
* Sticky Buns & Tea 
Biscuits are served with 
Dinner Entreés 
* Lunch é& Dinner Entreés 
Friday Evening Seafood 
tft 
Patio, weather permitting. 
45 King Street West * Gananoque ‘musimms = Sunday Brunch 
(613) 382-3300 Toll Free 1-888-739-6150 11:00 am. to 3.00 p.m 


+ Nightly Waterfront 
Concerts 

= Daily Children's 

Entertainment 

+ Historical 

Re-enactments 

@ Island Shore 
Breakfasts 

» Midway Rides & 
Games 

» Community 
Showcase: 

= Model Railroad 
Exhibition 

* Giant Fireworks 
Finale 

» Giant Festival 

Parade 


iw SLANDS 


GANANOQUE = Belly Flop Contest 
+ Craft Show & Sale 
* SCUBA EnviroDi 

GANANOQUE nviroDive 


Festival Office Chamber of Commerce 


613-382-1562 613-382-3250 


website: www.gananoque.com/festival 


Leeds County 
BOOKS 


BROCKVILLE GANANOQUE 
(613) 342-5728 (613) 382-8146 

42 King St. W. Brockville Historic 1000 Islands Village 

(1 block from St. Lawrence River) 125 Water St., Gananoque 
{on the waterfront) 


Summer Hours 
Mon.-Fri 9 am -8 pm | 


9am - 9 pm 


Sat. 9am -5 pm 
7 Days A Week 


Sun 12 pm- 4pm. 


ARTHUR CHILD 
HERITAGE CENTRE 


OF THE 1000 ISLANDS 
Ad “Exhibits interpret the rich natural and 
7 ») cultural history of the 1000 Islands region 
Al Historic 1000 Islands Village 
ARTHUR CHILD 125 Water Street, 

HERITAGE CENTRE | Gananoque, Ont K7G 3E3 
LLOF THE tooo ISLANDS | (613) 382-2535 Fax (613) 382-2912 


* Canadiana Gift Shop = Seasonal Events 
* Open May-October 
j SD 
GAN SHOE 
==) _ 
OUTLET 


=-Hush Puppies Walking Shoes -= Raft River Sandals 
+= Water Shoes «= Slippers -= Boots-= «And other 
famous brand name shoes-= 
180 King St. E, Gananoque * (613) 382-2633 
OPEN _7 DAYS A WEEK 


Discount Footwear 
for Men & Women 


COMFORT BY DESIGN 


NATURALIZER. | 


GANANOQUE con’T 
<> —<| Home of the 16 oz 
Prime Rib Sizzler 


Gananoque’s Original 
40 Item 
Salad Bar 
+ Children’s Menu 
* Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials 
+ Extensive Menu Includes Steak, 
Seafood, Prime Rib, Pasta & More... 


+4, Owned and Operated by 
the Seal Family. 


ay 


The Glen House Resort 
+ Shipman’s Licensed Dining Overlooking the St. Lawrence River 


*80 Modem Rooms + Convention Facilities + Boat & Motor Rentals 
« Indoor Pool, Whirlpools, Sauna, Exercise Room, Games Room 


Tel. (613) 659-2204 or 659-2205 
Box 10, 1000 Islands Parkway - Gananoque, Ont. K7G 2T6 


© 


PHOTOGRAPHICS 


1 Hour Photo Finishing 
Custom Framing ¢ Portraits 
Cameras and Camera Supplies 
Passport Photos © Silk Screening 


192 King St., Gananoque, Ont. K7G 1G2 382-3892 


For your summertime building supplies 
and hardware, come to Home Hardware. 
* Docks + Outdoor Patio Furniture « Gardening Supplies « 
695 Stone St. N, Gananoque 
382-3386 or 382-3731 


CLOTHING CO. 


Announcing the Sweater Outlet 


The largest and best selection of sweaters 
for men & women. 


By; Parkhurst * Quest * Splendor * Shenandoah 
Always the best prices. 


Spring & Summer Fashions on the Waterfront 
We're worth the drive 
125A Water St. Gananoque 
(613) 382-1289 Toll free: 1-877-748-3769 
Open 7 days a week 


Come and see our 
charming and rustic 
"country shoppe”. 


Great candles, gourmet foods, unique baskets, 
lamps, lanterns, napkins, birdhouses, feeders, throws, 
braided rugs, lots of teddy bears. and our gardening shed. 


OPEN 10 AM-5PM DAILY (EXC. WEDNESDAY) OR BY APPT. 


4 km. E. of Gananoque off 1000 Islands Parkway, 72 River Road 
Peay & Ben 382-7817. 


GANANOQUE con’rT 


Gananoque 
Oi 


Rent-all 
Ltd. 

Quality Co-Op 

Products 


Tools & Equipment 
Pet Supplies 


Rentals 
Sales & Service 
825 Stone Street N, Gananoque, Ont. K7G 1Z7 
Phone: 382-7607, After Hours: 382-4250 
Fax: 382-8646 


Sales & Service to: 
Johnson * OMC « Evinrude 


Seaswirt BOATS 
PENTA Canvas & Vinyl Shop 


Phone: (613) 382-3137 * Fax: (613) 382-2601 
E-mail : dbrennan@kos.net 
67 Mut St. P.O. Box 149 
GANANOQUE, ONT. K7G 277 


(oto) Mo) | iN Ba {So} ay 
Gananoque, Heart of the 1000 Islands 


= Situated on 10 Landscaped Acres 
+ Excellent Accommodations 110 Persons/55 units 
+ Restaurant & Pub - Indoor/Outdoor Pools 
+ Sauna, Whirlpool, 14 Station Global Gym 
+ Jacuzzi & Fireplace Suites 
+ Packages for families & Groups to Golf, Hike, 
Bike, Canoe, Kayak & Horse Trek 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-267-9497 
COLONIAL RESORT, 780 KING ST. WEST, 
GANANOQUE, ONT. K7G 2H5 
613-382-3266 


See all the 1000 Islands 


Stops at Boldt Castle 


° The largest Tour Boats 
*Island Memories Restaurant 
— 
— 


More than just a boat ride! 
Information Hotline (61. 13) 382-2 146 


www.ganboatline.com 


wy 


CANADIAN 
TIRE 


GANANOQUE 
705 King St. E. 


382-3729 


Still the right place 


«Camping Equipment 
“RV & Trailer Parts 
+Summer Sports 


“Barbeque Supplies 
Fishing Worms 
«Marine Supplies 


tf. CYC 


Bicycle Sales, Service & Rentals 
(pen: Mon, - Fri. 10. am - 5 pm, Sat. 9 am - 12 pm) 


590 Stone Street N. Hwy 32 
(Ann St. off Stone) 
Gananoque Ontario 


(613) 382-5144 


vist 
[Rebecca's Dining Room & Edtuards English; Pub 


50 MOTEL UNITS (AIR CONDITIONED) 


Serving 5:30 pm - 9:30 pm 


7 Nights a Week 
For Reservations Call: 
382-7272 
50 Main Street 
Gananoque, Ontario 


ATHENS 


RESTORATION FARMS 
ANTIQUES - GIFTS 


**Two Outstanding Stores** 
VOLUME STOCKS, TOP QUALITY, BROAD RANGE 
.. ALL CATAGORIES 
8 km South of Athens (County Rd 40) - Call for Directions 
613-924-2938 or 613-924-1833 
Please Come Visit Us 


ATHENS con’r 


Lake Line Lodge & Marinas 


CHARLESTON LAKE 


COTTAGES + BOATS » MOTORS 
LICENCES « FISHING TACKLE = LIVE BAIT 
FULL SERVICE MARINA 
Outboards by.. YAMAHA® 


Sales & Service 


R.R.#1 ATHENS, ONTARIO KOE 180 


ILLYNDHURST 


Fresh Vegetables 
LORRAINE ' : 


NA 
Market Garden xy 
& Greenhouses @ SS 


i 


13 km North of Park 
1/2 km west of Lyndhurst 


~~ ATTENTION ALL GOLFERS 


The Village Green 
(Cron Fie Cronumsne 


Athens' 18 Hole Course, 
Par 72, 6490 Yards, Driving Range 
Light Refreshments, Golf Carts, Licensed 
SENIORS MONDAY 
9 Hole - $9.00 *> 7am-2pm 
County Road'5 North, Athens, Ontario’ 
924-Golf = 924-4653 
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Restoration Farms (North store) 
County Rd. 40, 7 kms. South of Athens 
Open Wed. to Sun., 10am-Spm (April-Dec.) 
Open 7 Days a Week July & Aug. 


613-924-1833 


Over 20 Years of Experience 


= Custom-built Homes 

= Cottages 

* Additions 

= Renovations & Restorations 


BUILDING SERVICES LTD. 


H Call Trudy G Stuart at EGI3) 928-; BAS 


SWEET'S 
SAND & GRAVEL 


a division of Tackaberry & Sons 
Construction Ltd. 


WASHED SAND, GRAVEL AND CRUSHED STONE 
ORNAMENTAL PEA STONE 
TRUCK/EQUIPMENT RENTALS (with operator) 


(613) 387-3838 Seeley's Bay 


SINGLETON LAKE 
COTTAGES AND 
CAMPGROUND = 


Open Way 15 » Ovtober 15 


(613) 387-3230 
RR#1 Lyndhurst, Ont. KOE 1NO 


Jerry & Jill Cornelius - Proprietors 


Burt Hudson 
Real Estate Ltd., Realtor 


Specialists in 
Waterfront Property 


Ee 


If you're buying or selling see 
us for superior service. 


10 Main St. E., Athens, Ont. KOE 1B0 
613-924-9141 


y GIN 
ILYNDWAY HILLs 


Dr. James M. Reid 


( Rack GARDEN 


ATHENS + Nine Holes ERY EHS 
VETERINARY SERVICES aCe Open in the Summer 


of 1999. 
9 Holes - 607 Yards 
> Power Cart Rental 100% Public Course 
* Snack Bar *8.00 per Game 


157 Sweet's Corners Road (Off County Rd. #355) 
(613) 387-2811 RR#2 Lyndhurst, Ont 


- No Tee Times Required 


County Rd #42 (fire #548) {Club Rental 


R.R.#1 
Athens, Ontario, 
KOE 1B0 


(613) 924-2009 


R.A. WARNER 
BUILDING SUPPLIES 


LTD. 
DISTRICT Lumber — Wallboards 
Chamber of Commerce Paint — Plywood 


Siding — Hardware 
A Reputation Built on Service 


Maln St Lyndhurat 
fomecare ( 


0. Box 130 
CORN ACRE FARMS 


yrdnea ‘Ontario KOE 1NO 
WENDY'S 


(613) 928-2828 1-888-296-1212) 
928-2977 

West of Lyndhurst 

on Briar Hill Rd (watch for signs) 


Greenhouse 
In Season Vegetables 


Sweet Corn Specialists 


B inquiries may be direcied 10 
P.O. Box 543 
Athens, Ontario 
KOE 1B0 


Athens iE foraGal Murals 
Wishing you a pleasant visit 
to beautiful Charleston Lake & historic 
Athens, the home of murals. 


good fishing nature trail 


modern washrooms & showers dumping station 
boat launch playground 


LOWER BEVERLY LAKE TOWNSHIP PARK 
CAMPGROUND AND COTTAGES 


Cocated 20 km. North of Charleston Lake Provincial Park) 


Phone: (6135) 928-2881 
Delta, Ontario KOE 1GO 


Welcome to Athens, 
Charleston Lake & District 


A beautiful area in which to raise a family 
and enjoy retirement living. 


T. WAYNE LAWSON 


11 Addison Rd. RR#4 Athens, ON KOE 1B0 
Serving Athena & North Leeds for more than 25 Yeara 


615-924-9272 
ete Drop by our office on Main Street in 
| I | Athens for a free map of Charleston 


TBLANOGITY Loke & discover the wide selection of 
-BEALTV ING, local homes, lots & cottages for sale 
Bob Purcell - Sales Representative * Sherrel Purcell - Assoc. Broker 
26 Main Street BE. Athens - (613) 924-9079 
pees. 924-9103 Res. 924-2046 


Would you like to live 
in Athens, or 
Charleston Lake? 


CONSTRUCTION LTD. 


— Wilson’s — 


DENAUT MANSION 


COUNTRY INN Tent & Trailer Park 
» Fishing » Canoeing, » Swimming 
z * Boat Rentals * Laundry Facilities » Season/Daily/ 
Delta, Ontario *Camping * Boat Launch Weekly Camping 


* House Heeping Cottages + Playground 


12 Km. from Charleston Lake Provincial Park 
Leed's County Road #33 


Box 2, Lyndhurst, Ont, KOE 1NO (613) 928-2557 
FORFAR 


FRESE] GURY 


Cheese & Maple 
Syrup Products 


(613) 928-2588 


20 minutes from the park 
BROCKVILLE 


Your complete 
Fishing Supply Centre 
in the 1,000 Islands-Leeds Region 


Forfar Dairy Ltd. 


#1536 County Road #42 
RR#1 Portland Ont., Forfar Ontario 


Hwy 29, 4 km's north of Brockville 
(613) 498-2277 P.O. Box 1418 
Hillcrest Plaza, RR #4 
Brockville, Ontario K6V SY6 


613-272-2107 
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Nearby and Natural... 


and Close to Home 


Most Canadians live within a half 
hour of major urban centers 


such as Toronto, Montreal, or 
Ottawa. What many of them may 
not realize is that some of 


Ontario Parks' best kept secrets 
are right on their doorstep! 


If you have a yearning for the 
adventure that camping brings, 
and also love to visit the bustle 
and diversity of some of the 
country's most interesting cities, 
we're your nearby and natural 
vacation choice. 


Within a half hour of Toronto, 
Darlington Provincial Park 
offers superb views of Lake 
Ontario, great beaches, large 
group picnic facilities, 


swimming, natural history 
programs, and birding. It's close 
to the Second Marsh and 
McLaughlin Bay's hiking trails, 
and an easy GO train ride to 
Toronto's shopping, historic sites, 
and major league sports 
attractions, For further 
information, call (905) 436-2036. 


Only 20 minutes from Ottawa via 
the newly constructed Highway 
416, Rideau River Provincial 
Park is nestled in a red 
pine/poplar forest on the banks of 
the country’s most famous canal 
system. Swimming, picnicking, 
and canoeing are popular 
pastimes, while the nation's 
capital beckons with its 
museums, galleries, sports, and 


‘Toronto Lake Ontario 
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Autumn Adventures 


Would you like to visit 
Charleston Lake and have your 
pick of empty campsites? This 
dream can be yours during the 
fall camping season. Those 
people who have tried it in the 
past marvel at the solitude, calm 
lake, spectacular colours, and 
quiet hiking trails. In 1998 we 
offered fall interpretive 
programs on weekends and we 
hope to offer them this year as 
well. Charleston Lake will be 
open until October 24th, with 
electrical campsites available 
until closing day. Comfort 
stations are shutdown after 
Thanksgiving, and water is 
available at fewer locations as 


shopping. To find out more, call 
(613) 258-2740. 


Nestled in the shadows of the 
Laurentian mountains, only 30 
minutes west of Montreal, is 
Voyageur Provincial Park. 
Named for the hearty French and 


Scottish settlers who traded in 
furs and later timber, Voyageur's 
horseback riding, interpretive 
trail, swimming, excellent fall 
birding, and interpretive pro- 
grams have kept families coming 
back for decades. Voyageur can 
be reached at (613) 674-2825 


We winterize our utility systems. 
There is a corresponding 
decrease in campsite fees as 
well. While fall camping has 
gained popularity over the last 
few years, there is still plenty of 
Opportunity to have one more 
quiet camping trip before the 
grey days of November. 


LANDSDOWNE 


x ESSO & 
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© Home-cooked food 
rs 


at its best 
— Convenience Store — 
— Propane Refill — 
Take out 659-2557 
- Open 6am-9pm 
Reynolds Rd at Hwy #2, Lansdowne 


Specials 
Daily 


MICHELIN 


GOODYEAR 


LANDSDOWNE con’r 


Jake's Lil Bait Shop 


"Quit Wishin' & Go Fishin'!” 


(613) 659-3957 


20 Grand Truck Ave, Lansdowne, Ont. 


Open 7 Days A Week 
For All Your Bait & Tackle Needs 
Proudly serving the community 


1000 


ILANDSDOWNE con’r 


BICYCLE PARTS & ACCESSORIES 


455 Railway Street, Landsdowne Ont, 
Harold Miller * (613) 659-3565 


ISLANDS 


Skydeck 


Breathtaking View of the 
1000 Islands 

¥ Canadiana & Souvenir Shops 

Y Chesse & Ice Cream Shop 


24 Hour Towing 


NEWELL'S GARAGE 


BULK HEAVY EQUIPMENT, DIESEL OILS 
MAJOR OR MINOR REPAIRS, WELDING 
AUTO AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE 
Licensed Mechanics * Safety Inspections 
W. White & Sons 
Res. 659-2649 5 
Ore Cnet 1028 Prince St 


Res. 659-2660 eyes 80) 


BEST BARGAINS > BEST PRICES 

Confectionary, gifts, hardware, 
camping supplies, movie rentals, 
consignment store 


Open 10 am - 10 pm Daily 


(613) 659-4340 
1081 Princess St., Landsdowne Ont. 


Located between the Spans of the 1000 
Islands International Bridges 


Hilt Island, Landsdone * (613) 659-2335 
CHARLESTON LAKE 


sv’S Our, 
<r my “E> 


SANOE RENTALS 
Restaurant-Takeout Gas Propane 
Groceries-Ice Live Bait & Tackle 
Motor Boat Rental 18 Hole Mini Golf 
SEASONAL CAMPSITES 
Charleston Lake 2960 Outlet Rd. KOE 1L0 Ont. 
Tel.: 613-659-3034 


Kelsey's Marina Ltd. 


CHARLESTON LAKE VILLAGE 
-Over 30 Years in the Business - 
CHARLESTON LAKE BOAT TOURS & New Souvenirs 


Boat/Motor, Water Tov & Cotlage Rentals 
Pontoons, Fiberglass & Alum. Boats! 


Bus. 659-3435 
Fax 659-3442 


DITCHING 
LANDSCAPING 


Lansdowne 
Family 
Restaurant 


Licensed under L.L.B.O. 
Canadian — Italian — Greek 


TODD GRIER 


Backhoe - Tile & Filter Beds 
Bulldozer 
Topsoil 
R.R.#2 Lansdowne 
Ontario KOE 1L0 


Telephone 


House Specialties (613) 659-3095 


* Souvlaki 
* Pizzas 

+ Baked Italian Dishes 
* Hamburgers 

* Sandwiches 

* Full Menu & More 


CHRIS NASH 


BUILDING INC. 
BUILDING 
EXCAVATING - SEPTIC SYSTEMS 
WOOD CHIPPER 
BUILDING SUPPLIE 
33 Railway St. 
LANSDOWNE ONT. 
KOE 1L0 


Located on King St. West, Lansdowne 
(next to the Fire Hall) 
For Your Convenience 
Call Ahead for Take Out 


eee 


L Marina Repairs 2 Oockage J Storage Shrinkwrap 2 Livery J 


L FaxSve L Batterie Water Sport Accossories 4 PremiumGas & 
Ph: 6 24-2568 * Fax: 613-924-2869 
e-mail: HOSW33A@prodigy.com 
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Discover Charleston Lake... 


At an Interpretive Program 


At the Visitor Centre 


There's lots to see, do and experience at 
the Visitor Centre. Live exhibits, dis- 
plays, and a children's activity corner are 
all designed to help you become 
acquainted with the park and its special 
stories. Drop by and let us know what 
you've discovered on your explorations 
of Charleston Lake Provincial Park 


Open daily from June 25 to Sept. S. 


At a Children's Progra 


Kids of all ages will enjoy these fun-filled 
programs that explore the park and all it 
has to offer. Preschool programs are 
designed just for little explorers ages 1-5 
years, and their mom or dad. Children 
ages 6-10 years will enjoy the activities 
and chances for exploration that a 
Children's program provides. Youth pro- 
grams, for ages 11-16 years, offer the 
challenge and intrigue that comes from 
looking at the park's many features in | 
detail. | 


It's easy at Charleston Lake Provincial Park. Rental 
canoes are located at each beach, so it's fast and conve- 
nient to get out on the lake and begin a relaxing day of 
paddling. Arrange canoe rentals at the park's gatehouse. 
We hope you'll take advantage of these 
great programs that let all ages discover 
Charleston Lake. Check the bulletin 
boards for dates, times, and topics. 


$30.00 for 24 hours 
$20.00 for 8 hours 
Prices include PFD's, paddles and all taxes. 


Rates 


Happy Paddling! 


ties 


Day or night, the naturalists are always 
exploring the park. Join a guided hike 
and see nature up-close and personal, or | 
try an evening program at the amphithe- 
atre. Saturday nights feature a campfire | 
or historical drama that lets you discover | 
and experience Charleston's past. Check | 
the bulletin boards for dates, times, and 
topics. | 
7 


| 
At a Special Event | 


We invite you to join singer/songwriter 
David Archibald for an evening of 
songs, Stories, and humour as the Friends 
of Charleston Lake Park present Legends 
and Lore of the Charleston Shore. It's a 
fun-filled journey back in time to the days 
of steamboats and sea serpents. July 17th 
and August 4th at the amphitheatre: 


On July 3rd, Archaeology Day returns 
to Charleston Lake with the volunteers | 
from the Ottawa Chapter of the Ontario | 
Archaeological Society. Based at the visi- 
tor centre it is an all day affair with dis- 
plays, activities and hikes that help you 
discover the fascinating world of archae- 
ology and how important Charleston 
Lake's unusual past is. 


We are also pleased to present Charleston 

Lake's annual Star Gaze with Terence | 
Dickinson. The Starman is back with his 

battery of telescopes and galaxy of celes- | 
tial sights. Terence says the night of 
August 16th will be clear so come on out | 
for Star Gaze '99. 


f Gharleston Lake' 


On One O 


s Hiking Trails 


trail offers barrier free access as it winds 


Whether you want the challenge of the 
across two boardwalks through a wetland. 


Westside, or the relaxation of the Beech 
Woods Trail, you'll always discover some- 
thing new when you hike a Charleston 
Lake trail. 


Tallow Rock Bay East Trail (6 km) and the 
Tallow Rock Bay West Trail (14 km return). 
Please note that the Westside is no longer a 
loop trail. Less experienced hikers will find 
the 2.6 km Quiddity Loop a short, pleasant 
hike with a beautiful lookout over 
Running's Bay. Approximately .5 km of this 


Interpretive trail guides are available for 
several of the park's trails, The Sandstone 
Island Trail (3.3 km) explores the geology 


The Westside Trail is composed of the and human history of the park while the 


Shoreline Centennial Trail (1.6 km) tells 
you the story of Charleston Lake. The 
wildlife of the park is examined on the 
Beech Woods Trail (1.8 km) and 
Charleston's plant communities are high- 
lighted when you hike the Hemlock Ridge 
Trail (1.8 km). 


Page 6 


Charleston Lake Provincial Park 


1999 


Hiking Trails and Interior Campsites 
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Canoe-in or Hike-in 


Interior Camping 


Interior Camping 
Charleston Lake Provincial Park 
has been hosting a growing num- 
ber of visitors over the years, and 
this trend is most apparent in the 
park's interior. The "interior" con- 
Sists of what you can't reach by 
road including campsites, picnic 
sites, and hiking trails. 


Charleston Lake Provincial Park 
offers 13 interior sites on the 
shores of Charleston Lake. These 
sites are divided among 6 cluster 
locations: Bob's Cove, Hidden 
Cove, Buckhorn, Captain's Gap, 
Slim Bay, and Covey's Gap. 


Campsites 

Charleston's interior sites are 
organized in clusters, with each 
cluster having between 1 and 3 
campsites. There are a total of 13 
interior sites, and 9 of these sites 
are equipped with wooden tent 
platforms. The platforms are 
located at Covey's Gap, Captain's 
Gap, Slim Bay and Buckhorn 
campsites. The tent platforms 
offer a level area on which to 
erect tents and place camping 
mattresses. Most importantly, the 
platforms protect the soil and 
undergrowth from the compaction 
caused when shelter equipment is 
placed on bare ground. At each 
site, in the interest of maximizing 
everybody's enjoyment, there is a 
limit of SIX PEOPLE PER INTE- 
RIOR SITE AND THREE 
PIECES OF SHELTER EQUIP- 
MENT. At the sites with wooden 
tent platforms, free-standing dome 
tents are recommended; THEY 


MUST BE ERECTED ON THE 
PLATFORMS PROVIDED. 


Choosing Your Site 

If you wish to camp in the interi- 
or during peak camping season 
(the last weekend of June until 
Labour day), call the park during 
office hours at (613) 659-2065 to 
reserve your site. ALL INTERI- 
OR CAMPERS MUST REGIS- 
TER AT THE PARK GATE- 
HOUSE. When the park is oper- 
ating during the non-peak season 
(spring and fall) all sites operate 
on a self-serve system, where you 
must register at the park gate- 
house fee station. Please refer to 
the map in this tabloid to assist 
you with site selection, and read 
on to familiarize yourself with 
what we offer our interior camp- 
sites. 


Drinking Water 
Treated drinking water is avail- 
able at a number of locations 
throughout the Park. 


Interior campers are advised to 
take treated water into the interior 
with them. Consumption of 
untreated water could result in an 
intestinal disorder called 
Giardiasis. Symptoms of this dis- 
order usually include diarrhea, loss 
of appetite and abdominal cramps. 


If you choose to use water from 
the lake, it should be boiled for S 
minutes prior to use. Chemical 
purifiers are also useful, but not 
as reliable in killing the Giardia 
parasite. 


Fires and Firewood 

All campsites have a fire grill 
which may be used for cooking 
To avoid unnecessary scarring of 
campsites, please use designated 
fireplaces. To reduce the chance 
of forest fire, make sure your 
campfire is out before you leave. 


Firewood is available at the 
Gatehouse. Please do not cut any 
live trees or boughs, or scrounge 
deadfall (fallen trees and branch- 
es) from any neighbouring camp- 
sites or the forest. Stripping bark 
from trees or cutting live branch- 
es not only leaves an unsightly 
campsite, but also kills the trees. 


Parking 

Campers venturing into the interi- 
or may leave their vehicles at a 
number of convenient locations, 
including the canoe launch, 
Shoreline Centennial Trail, and 
Westside Trail parking lots. All 
vehicles in the Park must have a 
valid permit. This must be dis- 
played clearly on your vehicle's 
dashboard. 


Excessive Noise 

Most interior campers seck the 
tranquillity that nature brings. A 
peaceful evening around a small 
campfire, the company of friends, 
and the echo of nesting loons 
doesn't mix with loud radios and 
crowds of people. All campers 
are reminded that there is an 
enforced regulation of NO 
EXCESSIVE NOISE AT ANY 
TIME, Furthermore, to guarantee 
the peaceful enjoyment of certain 


sites, THERE IS A VOLUN- 
TARY PROHIBITION OF 
RADIOS AND OTHER SOUND 
AMPLIFYING DEVICES AT 
SLIM BAY INTERIOR SITES. 


Motorboats 


Most campers venture into the 
interior by foot or by canoe. 
Some interior users choose to 
reach their sites by motorboat. 
This is permitted at most sites, 
except for SLIM BAY, where 
MOTORBOATS ARE PROHIB- 
ITED. At other sites, boats 
belonging to people registered to 
the site may remain there. 
BOATS NOT REGISTERED TO 
INTERIOR SITES MAY NOT 
REMAIN AFTER SUNSET. 
WITHIN 30 METRES OF ANY 
SHORELINE WITHIN THE 
PARK. 


Pets 

Taking pets into the interior is 
discouraged; not only are they 
out of their natural environment, 
but they're also visiting the home 
of skunks, porcupines, and 
dozens of other animals. As is 
the case elsewhere in the park, 
PETS MUST BE LEASHED AT 
ALL TIMES, AND A POOP 
AND SCOOP REGULATION IS 
IN EFFECT. THERE IS A 
VOLUNTARY PROHIBITION 
ON DOMESTIC ANIMALS AT 
THE SLIM BAY INTERIOR 
SITES. 


In order to assist us in minimiz- 
ing pet-related complaints, we 
request that you register your pet 


when purchasing your interior 
camping permit, and provide 
basic information regarding its 
breed and description. 


Wild Animals 


Animals, attracted by campsite 
food odours, can cause damage to 
tents or other equipment. Leave 
all food items outside your tent in 
a locked cooler or tied securely 
well off the ground in a tree; keep 
your campsite free of all garbage; 
and do not feed wildlife. It is haz- 
ardous to their health and to your 
safety. 


Garbage Disposal 
PLEASE CARRY OUT WHAT 
YOU BRING IN. Garbage that 
can burn should be completely 
incinerated in your campfire 
Remove cans from the fireplace, 
flatten and carry them out to a 
proper disposal area. Do not 
throw any debris into the water or 
woods. Fish entrails should be 
burned or left on the shore for 
gulls. 


Litter bags are available from the 
Gatehouse. When full, they may 
be deposited in any of the 
garbage disposal bins located 
throughout the Park. 


Toilets 
All interior campsites have access 
to toilet facilities. 


Further details may be 
obtained by contacting the 
Park Office at (613) 659-2065, 
weekdays during office hours. 


Park Friends 


he Friends of Charleston 

Lake Park, now entering its 
fifth year of operation, is a vol- 
unteer non-profit group whose 
aims are enhancing the many 
programs and experiences the 
park has to offer visitors. 


The Friends are dedicated to pro- 
tecting and preserving the natural 
and cultural history of Charleston 
Lake Provincial Park through 
interpretation, education, and sci- 
entific and historical research. 


In the past, the Friends have 
operated and provided services 
for campers and visitors alike. 


There is a Friends' Nature Shop, 
open in the summer, providing a 
wide range of park and nature- 
related books, gifts, and sou- 
venirs. 


The Friends are now taking 
donations to help improve the 
Westside Trail system by work- 
ing on trails and building a new 
floating bridge across Slim Bay. 
You may make a donation to this 
project at the Visitor Centre or 
by mailing the Friends of 
Charleston Lake Park - please 
designate Westside Trail 
Improvements on your donation. 
Tax receipts are available for 


| Watch for ospreys on the nesting platform) 
the Friends erected in Running's Bay. But) 


please do not disturb these birds. 


a 


donations over $15.00. 


The Friends are also involved ina 
"Get the Lead Out" campaign in 
which they will exchange toxic 
lead lures and jigs with nontoxic 
bismuth ones. This campaign will 
help to keep the waters of 
Charleston Lake lead free. 


The Friends have several special 
events planned for 1999. 
Legends and Lore of the 
Charleston Shore is slated for 
July 17th and August 4th (sce 
page 5 for details). There will 
also be an open house in carly 
July. Check at the Visitor Centre 
and park bulletin boards for more 
information on upcoming pro- 
grams sponsored by the Friends. 


The goal is to enhance the park 
experience, making your visit for 
a day, or for a week or \wo a 
memorable occasion. 


By joining the Friends of 
Charleston Lake Park, you can 
make a personal contribution to 
the association and the park, It's 
your opportunity to be a special 
person and support a special 
place--Your Park. 
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Centre, or by mail. 
PLEASE PRINT 

NAME 
ADDR’ 
CITY... 
POSTAL (ZIP) CODE..... 


Membership Categories 


same year. 
Individual 
Corporate... 


$10.00 ( ) 
$50.00 ( ) 


Donation: $ 
include the above membership fee.) 


donation........... choccesrareiceorenrtaste 
Cheques should be made out to: 


148 Woodvale Rd 
Lansdowne, Ontario 


KOE 1L0. 


To join the Friends of Charleston Lake Park, please complete this 
form. Memberships may be purchased at the Park Office, the Visitor 


* A membership purchased in one year is good until Dec 31st of that 


Family (same address). 
Please list other family members needing cards: 


(The amount of this donation cannot 


Check if an official receipt for income tax purposes is needed for this 


"The Friends of Charleston Lake Park" and sent to: a 
The Friends of Charleston Lake Park 
c/o Charleston Lake Provincial Park 
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